chbiſhops and Biſhops; novy 
- In andabout Louder, upon the Occaſion 
of their Attendance in ParLIameNT; 


; -oerning the Irregular and | 
£ cevdings of certain Clergy-Men at 


n of Sir FOMN FREIND « 
TILL PARKINS. 


% , _ . n 


Reprinted at Ediabargh, by the Heirs 
' Anderſen, Printer to Kings Moſt” F 
» Anne DOM, 1696, 
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DECL ARAT FO N, 


OF THE 


Scale of the Archbift 
ET and Biſhopss 


| Now in and-about Londev, upon the Occaſtort of their Arteths 
; dance in in Parliamonr, SH 


Concerving the. Jerogular and Scandalous Pr of certain Cher 


ie.men, at the Execution of Sir JOBN FRE EN:D eve ag | 
ILLTVAM PARKINS. _ +. 


the Archbiſhaps and Biſhops, 1 now in and-abowe: 

-.-"__ Lenden, upon accafion of our Attendance. in: 

Parliament, having ſeen a Primed Paper, Em 
tituled,, A irxeCopy of the Pagers detivered by Sir 
Jabo Freind and Sir William Parkins: to the: Sberifs of . London 
and Middleſex, t Tyburn the placeiof Execution, April 3; Ea.-1 
And being alſo certainly informed, af. the moſt- irregular beh avis 
our of Mr. Cook, Mr. Gbicr, and, Mr, Snatg, in prong 6» 
#jolve the ſaid. Criminak at their. Executiog,\to- the. great 
bl of The Church, and. of our holy Reli gign, haye tberofare: 
hit our ſelves obliged to Declare our Senſe of the ſame, as 
c followeth. .- 
; Li 


46 A Declaratipn, 8c. 
:, As to the Paper before mentioned, we cannot but obſerve, 
that in that part to which Sir Joh» Freind is Engiguled, among. 
many other things there delivered, whis private Qpinion,..( for 
which we twuſt Itave him to God d there are mingled ſome things 
\ concerning the Church of E9g/and, to the great diſhonour and 
reproach cfit, That venerable.Name is, by the Author of that | 
Paper, approgriated.to that part ct our Chuechwhich-hath-ſes 
parated ir $om the pdy 5 and more parkicylarly, 'toa Fac- | 
Aion-of thEm, who are ſofurtosſly betit upon the reſtoring ofthe = 
late King, that they ſeem not to, regard by what means it is to be 
effeQed, Hs >. a ſad inſtance. of it in this:yery Perſon, who 
( x was depo bf adit Toal )_was.privy tothe. horrid Deſign | 
. yy [in Ons yebneither difcovered it, nor ſhewed any |, 
diſlitelot it, but as he was afraid it might ruine King Jawes and 
his Aﬀairsz and way .ready allo, . together . with others of the 
ſame Chriſtian Principles -( as the Author of his Paper is beld to 
oF! its, 1,80 "uy a Cpnjunttion with an Army of Frevck Papiſts, 
or the Ruine of their Country,: . 20d the Extirpation of that Re- 
ligion which they themſelves do profels. | hs 
2.: Asfor Sir Wilizm- Pdrkiys, who alſo profeſſed to dy in the 
Gommunion-of. the Church of England, We cannot think he - 
meant any thirg elſe by it, than rhat he had adhered to the ſame 
violent FaRion- being aſſured ( as we are by very good Ins 
formation, Y that both he and-Sir Joby Freind had withdrawn 
themſelves trom our Publick' Aſſemblies ſome time before their = 
death. . Which - makes us the-lefs wonder to find in both their - 
Papers fo- light, and#even favourable, a mention of that moſt [n- 
bumane Defignof Aſlaffinating his Sacred Majeſty : and eſpecial» 
I in- that of Sir Wiliiags Parkivr, who, though he was pyblicks. - 
ly convifted of his having engaged ſo many in that horrible Sio, 
yet after allcould think to-clear himſelf of it with this wretched: 
excule : :*T4s true, 1: was privy to the Defign upon the Prince, but. 
4s wt 10 AF in. it. . Bleſled be God, there never was any; 
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| Lefth, For thoſe Clergy-men"that took. upon them to abſoye 
thefe Criminals at the place of Executions by laying all thres tos 
gether, their hands upon their heads, and publickly pronounce 
| Ing a. Form of Abſolution 3 as thejr manner of doing this was ex - 
tremely inſolent, and without Precedent, either in our Church, 
or any other that we Know of, ſo the thing it ſelf was altogether 
irregular. * 
The Rubrick in our Office of the Viſitation of the ſick, from 
whence they took the words they then ufed; and upon which?. 
if upon . any thing in our Liturgy, they. muſt *pround ' 
this gheir proceeding, gave them no Authority, nor no- 
Pretence for the abſolving theſe Perſons 5 vay, as they managed ' 
theaffair, they aRed in this Abſolution farotherwiſe than is there - 
—_— . :” 36 | 
| That Rubrick is concerning fick Perſons; and it is there re- 
quired, Firi?,Tbat the ſick perſon ſhall be moved to make a ſpecial © 
 confes ſion of his Sins, if he fael his conſcience troubled with anyweighty 
watter, and then, after ſuch confe:flow, the Prieft ſhall abſclve bins, 
if be humbly and beartily deftre it, But here they abſolved, and 
that publickly, Perſons condemned by Law. for Execrabe Crimes, 
witkhout ſo much as once wovirg them. at that time to makea ſpe-- 
cial confeſſion pf their Sins, at leaſt for-thoſe Sins for which they. 
were condemned, And on the other fide, here were perſans 
abſolved, that did not. humbly deſire Abſolution; as feeling any. 
ſuch weighty Matter to trouble their Comſciencez but. on-the. 
. contrary,.in Sir Johr Freind%s Paper, it is declared, that he had: 
a great deal of fatizfaQion in Suffering for that Cauſe; which he. 
 fremly believed to be the Cauſe of God, an true Religion. 
Tf theſe Miniſters knew nor the State oftheſe Mens Souls be... 
| fore they gave them Abſo.ucion,and it is manifeſt two of-them}.. 
ry: © 


Mfr.. Suatt 2nd Mr: CooFdid not, 2s to Sir William Perkins, (they: * 
having fince declared'tliar they had not ſpoke with Sir Wil:cas, 
till they wereat the place of Execution, ) how could they with- |. 
- our. manifeſt Tranſereſſion of the Churclies Order, as well as the. | | 
prophane abuſeof the Power Chriſt hath left with his Miniſters, 
abſolve them from all their Sins | {ps C- 
If they were acquainted with theſe mens Sentiments declared... | 
* in their Papers,then they muſt look upon them, either as harg' 
dtned Impenitents, oras Martyrs, 
We are (ocharitable to believe that they would not abſolve 
them under the former Notion z for that had:been* in effeQ, | 
ſling them to Damnation : But if they held theſe men co be. || 
Nartyrs,. then their abſolving them in that manner was a Juſtifi 
cation of thoſe grievous Crimes for which theſe men (ſuffered, & * 
an. open- affront to the Laws both of Church and State, © 6 
Upon tlie Conſideration of theſe Things, and for the doing . - 
of Right to our Church, which may otherwiſe ſuffer, amang” 
ſych as are ſtrangers to our Conſtitution, by the evil Principles * 
and, FraQices, bothof. the aforeſaid Criminals, and the-Three 
Clergy-mea that aſſiſted them who all precended. ro be Mem- 
bers of the-Church of England: Wedo declare, That we dife * 
on and deteſt ailſych Principles and Prafticesz Iboking n- | 
pon them as highly. Schiſmatical and Seditious dangerous borh 
to the Church &- State,and contrary to the True Doarine and 
Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion, And we alſo take this occafi«' . © 
on to warn and exhort all the People committed to our Charge, --* 
tobeware' of ſich Seducers, and to avoid themg leſt / as the :+ 
Apoſtle St. Peter ſpeaks ) they be led away wits the error of the 
Withed, and tall trom their ftedfaſt Adherence to the. Principles -: 
_ of the True Church of England, as it was eſtabliſhed at the 
bleſſed' Reformation of Religion, ang as by Gads eſpecial Pro#* # 
vidence itcontinues to this days Les 
April 10th, 1696, 
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